year of the Tenpyd héji era, in the reign of Emperor Ohi kK 23
who resided at Nara Palace, a voice crying, “Take me out! Take me
out!” was heard from the sand on the beach at the village of Uda.

At that time a monk was traveling in T6tomi province, and, when
he happened to pass the spot, he heard the voice calling persistently
to be let out. The monk answered and could hear the voice coming
from under the sand. Suspecting that some dead person buried there
might have come to life, he dug and found a wooden image of Ya-
kushi Buddha 8, six feet five inches high, with both ears missing.
In tears, he paid homage to it, saying, “‘Great Master, what offense
caused you to be a victim of flood? As I was destined by karma to
find you, will you please let me repair you?”’

He organized devotees,® invited a sculptor to fix the ears of the
Buddha, and built a hall in the village of Uda to enshrine and venerate
it. It is now called Uda-do #§ 4. Clergy and laymen all revered this
Buddha, for it gave off light, revealing a miraculous sign, and gener-
ously granted their wishes.

[t was similar to the sandalwood statue made by Uten @#t’ which
stood up to pay homage to Buddha, or the wooden image of Ting-
lan’s mother® which moved as if alive as tradition says.’

On the Evil-loving Man Who Was Killed with Swords
and Thus Got an Immediate Death Penalty!

Tachibana no asomi Naramaro &g EL 35 i3 2 was a son of Prince
Kazuraki #7AKE.> With overweening ambition he planned to usurp

5. Empefor Jun'nin (r. 758—764). This event took place in 758.

6. 1l chishiki; see Chap. I{1)d, nn. 110, 111.

7. Udayana, king of the Kushan Empire, patron of Buddhism.

8. Seeli7,n. 11,

9. Shokyd yashii, XV (Taishd, LIV, 74). wHESTTIA0MM . . SR RE TR Mk x
Whsi . . TS R AR LU 886 . See Haraguchi, “Nihon rydiki shutten goku kanken,”
Kuntengo to kunten shiryé, No. 34 (December 1966), 53-67.

1. Cf. Shoku Nihongi, XX (Tenpy6 hoji 1:7:2, 3, 4). Similar to IL.1, 35 and II1.36 m the
sense that men of high status and influence were punished as a consequence of their bad deeds
and that none of these events are recorded in court histories.

2. Naramaro planned a rebellion against Fujiwara no Nakamaro (see 111.38) with the support
of Empress Koken and Empress dowager Komyd. The rebellion failed and he died in 757.

3. (d. 757). In 736 Prince Kazuraki succeeded to his mother's surname and called himself
Tachibana no Moroe #5355 . He became Chancellor of the Senior First Rank, but was forced
to resign by Fujiwara no Nakamaro in 756 and died in the following year. See Shoku Nihongi,
XIX (Tenpyd shohd §:2:2).

the throne and summoned rebels to consult with him on the possi-
bilities for a rebellion. He painted a monk’s figure as a target and
tried to shoot out the pupils of its eyes.* He loved to do evil deeds,
but none was more evil than this.

Once a slave’ of Naramaro went to Nara hills 5 1U° to hunt birds
with a hawk and found many young foxes there. He caught and

skewered them with a stick, leaving the stick standing at the opening

of the fox hole. Now, this man had a baby. The mother fox, seeking
revenge, turned itself into the baby’s grandmother. She took the baby
in her arms and carried it to the entrance of the hole, threading it on
a skewer and leaving it standing at the entrance as the man had done

- to her children.

Even a humble animal has the means to repay an evil deed. Immedi-
ate retribution lies at hand. How can we live without compassion?
Merciless deeds will incur merciless revenge. Thus, Naramaro fell
into disgrace with the emperor and was put to death not long after.
We learn, therefore, that his evil deed in the above story was an omen
of his fate of being killed by the sword. This is also a miraculous event.

On a Woman Who Survived Violation of a Big
Snake Owing to the Power of Drugs'

In the village of Umakai, Sarara district, Kawachi province {fIA
BB FERB RS 1, there was a girl from a wealthy family. In Emperor
Ohi’s reign, in the fourth month in the summer of the sixth year of
the boar, the third year of the Tenpyd hdji era,? the girl climbed a
mulberry tree to pick leaves. A large snake crawled up the tree after

4. According to Kitayama, the monk may be Gydgi who sided with Fujiwara no Nakamaro.

- This is why Kydkai wrote about the retribution of Naramaro as well as Prince Nagaya who
- was also opposed to Nakamaro. See Kitayama, Nifion kodai sefjishi, 269-330.

5. 3 yakko, the same as nuhi; see Chap. I(1) a, n. 24.
6. Nara-yama, present Sahosaki kytiryd fEf{#Ef2 & ; hills north of Nara between Nara
Basin and Kyoto Basin.

1. Cf. Konjaku monogatarishii (XXIV, 9). Buddhist adaptation of the snake-lover theme which
is also found in IL.8, 12. According to Fujisawa Morihiko, a similar legend is found in the tradi-
tion of a tribe in Taiwan (see his Nihon densetsu kenkyii, IV, 43). A condensed translation of this
story is given by D. L. Philippi, “*Ancient Tales of Supernatural Marriage,” Today's Japan, V
(No. 3, 1960), 19-23.

2. Present Kita-kawachi-gun, Osaka-fu.

3. 759.



